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All students in Grades 3–8 are required to read three select books during the 
summer. Books may be borrowed from the public library or purchased at local book 
stores. Students will be tested on the books and/or required to do book reports. 
Students who do not complete the reading assignments before the start of school will 
receive an appropriately reduced grade. 
 

Elementary Students 
 

Entering Third Grade (both books required): 

 Charlotte's Web by E.B. White 

 The Boxcar Children #1 by Gertrude Chandler Warner 
 

 Entering Fourth Grade (two from the following list required): 

 The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary 

Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlar 

 A Cricket in Times Square by George Selden 

 The Littles to the Rescue by John Pederson 

 The Cabin Faced West by Jean Fritz 

 The Boxcar Children #2, Surprise Island by Gertrude Chandler Warner 
 

 Entering Fifth Grade (both books required): 

 The Black Stallion by Walter Farley 

 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 
 

 

Middle School Students 
Each student must read the required book for the grade he or she is entering (see 
charts below).  Very soon into the school year, the class will be tested on that book. In 
addition, students must choose one book from the list of additional books and write 
book reports on that book.  The book report is due the first day of language arts 
class.  Guidelines for writing the book report are as follows. 
 

Entering Sixth Grade (two required in all): 

Required book:  Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow by James Sturm and 

Richard Tomasso   
 

Entering Seventh Grade (two required in all): 

Required book:   90 Miles to Havana by Enrique Flores-Galbis 
 

Entering Eighth Grade (two required in all): 

Required book:   My Brother Sam Is Dead by James Lincoln Collier 

 

Additional Middle School reading requirements on back ���� 



Additional Middle School Books (Choose one): 

 

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier 

Spider Boy by Ralph Fletcher 

The Baby-Sitters Club #1: Kristy’s Great Idea by Ann M. Martin 

The Brooklyn Nine by Alan M. Gratz 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman 

The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry 

 
 

Book Report Guidelines for Middle School Students ONLY: 
 
1. Important information about the book should be included in the first paragraph. 

• the title 

• the author’s name 

• the type of book—fiction, nonfiction, biography, Christian fiction 

• the number of pages 

• the setting—where the story takes place—on a farm, in a particular city or country, etc. 
2. The second paragraph includes a brief summary of the plot. The plot of the book is all the 

happenings that form the main story.  You are to write a summary of all those happenings.  
Your summary should be approximately one half-page long. 

3. Then, tell how the reader is better or wiser. Think about what you learned from this book.  
Did the character’s life inspire you to improve yourself in any way? Did you learn something 
about life or people that you did not know before?  Did you learn some new, interesting facts?  
Write a paragraph telling how you are better or wiser for having read the book. 

4. Quote a passage worth remembering. Was there a sentence, a paragraph, or a remark in 
the book that impressed you because it was funny or beautiful or inspirational or revealing? 
Copy it in your report so that you can remember it. Explain why you liked it.  If the passage is 
two or more sentences and more than four lines in the book, write it as a block quotation.  
Skip a line before starting the quotation and skip another line at the end of the quotation.  
Indent the entire left margin of the quotation an extra half inch.  The unusual spacing and left 
indention shows the reader that it is a direct quotation so that no quotation marks are needed. 

5. Tell the best thing about the book. Think about what made the book good.  Was it full of 
exciting adventures?  Were the characters memorable and realistic?  Were the explanations 
(if nonfiction) clear?  Did it have vivid illustrations? Was it written from a Christian 
perspective? Did the author use language in an interesting way? Write a paragraph telling the 
best things about the book.  Show what you mean by giving examples from the book.  End 
with a sentence or two that makes your book report sound finished. 

6. Write I have completely read this entire book and sign your name. Be honest. If a 
problem arises and you cannot finish reading your book, talk to your teacher.  It is very 
important that you finish the book before writing the report. 
Rewrite your report making sure that it is not too long or too short. Check your paper to be 
sure it is error-free. The report you turn in should be typewritten or written in your best 

penmanship. (from God’s Gift of Language C, A Beka Books, Pensacola, FL) 


